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Bank Account 
Candidates must open a campaign bank account before incurring any expenses or accepting 
contributions of money (including a contribution from themselves or their spouse). A candidate who 
does not spend any money or accept any contributions does not have to open a campaign bank 
account. The campaign bank account must be used exclusively for campaign purposes but the 
previous requirement that the account be opened “in the name of the campaign” has been removed.   
 
You cannot use your personal bank account for campaign finances, even if you are planning a 
small campaign. 

The nomination fee is considered to be a personal expense, not a campaign expense. 

What are considered campaign contributions? 
Campaign contributions are any money, goods or services that are given to you for use in your 
campaign including money and goods that you contribute yourself.  You are only allowed to accept 
contributions or incur campaign expenses during your campaign period, after you file your nomination. 
It is the responsibility of the candidate to understand what exactly is considered a campaign 
contribution.   
 
Ineligible contributions: 

• made outside your campaign period; 
• from an anonymous source (except for donations of $25 or less at a fundraising event); 
• from an ineligible source (as noted below); 
• an amount greater than the $1,200 limit or the $5,000 total limit; 
• a cash contribution greater than $25; 
• from funds that do not belong to the contributor who gave them to you. 

 
Ineligible contributions must be returned as soon as you learn that the contribution is ineligible. If you 
cannot return the contribution, you must turn it over to the Clerk. 
 
Ineligible contributors: 

• a corporation; 
• a trade union; 
• a federal political party, constituency association, or a registered candidate in a federal election; 
• a provincial political party, constituency association, or registered candidate or leadership 

contestant; 
• a federal or provincial government, a municipality or a school board. 

Contributions – Own Campaign 
There is a limit on the total amount that you and your spouse may contribute to your own campaign.  
The formula to calculate the limit is: 

• For head of council:  $7,500 plus 20 cents per elector to a maximum of $25,000 
• For other council offices:  $5,000 plus 20 cents per elector to a maximum of $25,000 

The Clerk shall make the calculations and provide the certificates as required. The Clerk’s calculation is 
final. 

Who can make a contribution to municipal candidates? 
• An individual who is normally a resident in Ontario. 
• The candidate and his or her spouse.  
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Contribution limits 

• A contributor shall not make contributions exceeding a total of $1,200 to any one candidate in 
an election. 

• A contributor shall not make contributions exceeding a total of $5,000 to two or more candidates 
for office on the same council or local board. 

What is considered an expense? 
Campaign expenses are costs for goods and services for use in your campaign.   An expense may only 
be incurred by a candidate or an individual acting under the candidate’s direction. It is the responsibility 
of the candidate to understand what exactly is considered a campaign expense.   
 
The spending limit for your campaign is calculated based on the number of electors who are eligible to 
vote for the office that you are running for.   

The formula to calculate the limit is: 
• For head of council:  $7,500 plus 85 cents per eligible elector 
• For other council offices: $5,000 plus 85 cents per eligible elector 

There is a separate spending limit for expenses related to the holding of parties and other expressions 
of appreciation after the close of voting. This spending limit is calculated as ten percent of the amount 
of your general spending limit.   

The Clerk shall make the calculations and provide the appropriate certificates as required. The Clerk’s 
calculation is final.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This document is provided as a summary sheet only. It does not include all information related to a 
candidate’s financial requirements and should not be considered legal advice. The Clerk is not 
responsible for monitoring or providing financial advice. For specific information related to campaign 
contributions and expenses, please refer to the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended. 

Financial Statement 
It is the responsibility of a candidate to file a complete and accurate financial statement by the filing 
deadline of March 31, 2023, before 2:00 p.m.  If you filed a nomination form, you must file a financial 
statement.  If you have not filed your financial statement by the deadline, you may file your financial 
statement within 30 days after the deadline if you pay the municipality a $500 late filing fee.  If your 
campaign has a deficit, you may request to extend your campaign.  A candidate may apply to the 
Ontario Court of Justice to extend the time to file the financial statement. 

 
Auditor’s Report 

If your campaign expenses or contributions total more than $10,000, you must have an auditor review 
your financial statement and provide a report.  

 
Compliance Audit Committee 

A compliance audit committee is required to be established by each municipality and school board. An 
eligible elector who believes you have contravened the election finance rules may apply for a 
compliance audit of your campaign finances. 
 
 

 


