Be sure to hire OOWA
professionals to design,
install, pump or service your
onsite sewage system.

What to look for when hiring an onsite
wastewater practitioner:

« Are they an OOWA Member?**

» Are they licensed ? Be sure to ask for their
BCIN (Building Code Identification Number).

* Are they going to get a permit?

* Have you checked their references?

¢ Is the quote comprehensive and detailed?

Remember, the cheapest doesn’t
always mean the best!

**Why is this important? OOWA is the voice of onsite
and decentralized wastewater experts in Ontario.
OOWA provides training and skills development
opportunities in addition to current industry best
practice resources for our members.

Find OOWA members on our member directory at
www.oowa.org/business-directory-map/
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TIP

The Ontario Building Code mandates that tanks
be pumped when scum and sludge levels occupy
1/3 of the tank’s capacity. Get to know your
usage by talking to your pumper and then pump
as required.

Why is maintaining your
sewage system so important?

Properly functioning onsite sewage systems can increase
the value of your home, prevent costly repairs, stop raw
effluent and excessive nutrients from leaching into our
waterways and help prevent contamination of aquifers -
your source of drinking water!

- A%,

Have your effluent filter
checked and cleaned
regularly.

Clogged effluent filters can
lead to sewage back ups.

Landscape so that the
risers are easily found and

Tank risers ensure
safety and accessibility
for servicing. accessible.

Photos courtesy of Polylok and R.J. Burnside & Associates

TIP

When buying a house, make sure to ask for the
past and present sewage system records, including
any maintenance or pump out receipts/reports
that have been done. A new sewage system is a
major financial investment, so be sure to take that
into consideration when purchasing a home.

Www.oowa.org

ESTABLISHED IN 1999

OntarioOnsite

WastewaterAssociation

A Homeowner’s
Guide to a
Healthy Sewage
(Septic) System

1-855-905-6692
info@oowa.org | www.oowa.org
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